502    COMPENDIUM OF GEOGEAPEY AND TRAVEL

and bricks, squalid, half-ruined and dirty, Mohammerah
seems destined to a prosperous future. It occupies an
advantageous position about a mile from the Shat-el-
Arab, close to the Turkish frontier on the right bank of
the Karun, which here joins the main stream, and which
was thrown open to international trade by the Anglo-
Persian Convention of 1888. Mohammerah must thus
eventually become the chief outlet for the produce of
West Persia; but meantime the attempts made to
develop the traffic of the country by the Karun water-
course have not been very successful. In 1892 the
Bombay and Persian Gulf SS. Company had withdrawn
their boats, and when Mr. Cooper passed down connec-
tion with Ahwaz on the Upper Karun was maintained
only by a small steam-launch. " Persian pigheadedness
will probably for some time stand in the way of the
successful development of trade" (op, cit., p. 425). But
behind " Persian pigheadedness " stands the more formid-
able obstacle of Russian jealousy and intrigue.

Bushahr (Bushire, Abu-Shahr), the chief port on the
Persian Gulf, lies 150 miles from the Euphrates delta and
about 120 miles west of Shiraz, from which it is separated
by the lofty coast range here culminating in the Kuh
Hormuj Peak (6500 feet). The anchorage, which is
of somewhat difficult access, is distant 2 miles from
the town, which stands on a long sandstone ridge separ-'
ated from the mainland by a saline swamp. Bushahr is
a modern place, dating from the time of Nadir Shah;
hence, the common derivation of its name from Alu-
SJiair, "Father of Cities," cannot be correct (Curzon).
It was occupied by the British during the Persian war
(1856-57), and is at present the chief emporium of the
British and Indian trade with the southern provinces;
but^ although presenting a pleasant appearance from a
distance, a nearer approach reveals the usual uninviting